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UHAPTER XV,
(Oontinyed)

CHARACTERS

¥ FEW minutes later the Sheik
]
11 Jeft him and went out Into Her brothe
f
ot the night. He traversed AUBREY M&YO b
3 the short distance between a boy, tries to dy!‘ll.lldt Lo
g the tants slowly, stapping to speak to
a sentry, and then pausing outside hls
a ball
i own tent to look up at the stars. The of the
g-1 Perélan hound that always slept

across the entrance uncurled himself
and got up, thrusting a wet nose Into
fils hand. The Bhelk fondled the huge
creature absonlly, stroking the dog's

MUSTAFA ALI, an Arab with
Disturbing signs a
Diana is captured

JIM ARBUTHNOT, who loves Diana and wants 1o marry her.
T\en to celebrate her departure ghe tells him she has none
eelings of a woman, has never been kissed and can obey
no man. Her expedition Into the desert is led by

-

L

, laughed again.

shagey head mechanionlly, hardly
conscioun of what he was doing. A
great restlessness that waa utterly
forelgn to his nature had taken pos-
session of him, He had been aware of
it growing within hlm for soma time,
pecoming strenger dally, and now the
voming of Raoul de Baint Hubert
Momed to have put the crownng
touch to a state of mind that ho was
uaable to understand. He had never
wen given to thinking of himself, or
eritlolsing or analysing his passing
whims and fancles. All hin life he
had taken what he wanled; nothing
on which he had ever lald his eyes of
desire had been denied him, His
wealth had brought him everything
e had ever wished, Hia passionats
temper had been charancteristic even
when he was a child, but these atrange
fils of unreasonable Irritabllity were
new, and be searched for a cause
valnly. His keen eyes looked through
the darkness toward the south. Was
it the rearness of his hereditary
epamy, who had presumed to come
sloser than he had ever done before
lo the border of the country that
Ahmoed Ben Hassan regarded aa his
owa, that was causing this great un-
rest? He laughed contempluously.
Nothing would give him greater
pleasure than coming into actual ¢ol-
lision with the man whom he had
besn tralned from boyhood to hate,
As long as Ibraheim Omair remained
within his own territory Ahmed Ben
Hassan held his hand and kept In
cheok his flerce followers, whose eyes
were turned longingly toward the de.
batable land, but once let the robber
Shelk step an inch over the border
and it was war, and war until one

or Doth of the chiefa wers dead. And
it he dled who had no son Lo Buccesd
ilm, the huge tribe would split up in
numerous Httle families for want of a
leader te keep them together, and it
would be left to the French Govern.
ment to take over, If they could, the
vast district that he had governed
deapotically. And at the thought he
No, it was not Ibma-
fhelm Omalr who was troubling him,
He pushed the hound aside and wani
into the tent. The divan where Diana
had been sitting was strewn with
magazines and papers, the imprint of
her slender body still ghowed in the
50ft, heaped-up cushions/ and a tiny,
lace-edged handkerchie! peeped out
under omne of them. He ploked it up
and looked at it ouriously, and his
foréhead contracted slowly  in the
hmvy black scowl. He turned his
burning eyes toward the curtains that
divided the rooms. Baint Hubert's
words rang In his ears. *"Engliah!*’ he
muttered with & terrible oath. *“And
T have made her suffer as | awore
any of that damned race should if
they fell into my hands, Meraolful

Allah! Why does it give me so little
pleasure '
CHAFPTER XYL
IANA came Into the lving

room one morning about a

week after the arrival of

the Vicomte de Baint Hu-
bert. She had expected to find the
room empty, for the 8helk had risen
it dawn and ridden away on one of
the distant expeditions that had be-
wame so frequent, and she thought
is friend had accompanied him, but
as she parted the curtains between
the two rooms she saw the French-
man sitting at the littla writing table
wrrounded by papers and writing
qulekly, looss shests of muanuseript
ittering the floor around him. It was
the Arst time that they had chanced
10 be nlone, and she hesitated with &
wulden shyness. But Saint Hubert
had heard the rustie of the curtain,
and he sprang Lo his feet with the
courtnous bow that p
tionality.

“Your pardon, Madame. Do I dis-
turbk you? Tell me If I am in
WaYy.
untidy, ™

he added, laughing apolo-

grtically, and looking at the heap of
losely written shoets strewing the

g,
Diana came forward slowly, s
‘olor rising in her faoce,
rou had gone with Monselgneur,**
“I had msomes work

fore 1 forgot myself 'what
meant;: ¥ wrils
hard week, too, so |

ibsturt you?"

Hin sympathetic eyes and the de-
ference In his voice brought an un-

expected Jump into her throat. Bhe|nod of recognition from her She
signed to him to resume his work and| faltersd a fow words in stumbiing
passad out under the awning. Be-| Arabic in reply to hin long, flowery

hind the tent the usual camp hubub

filled the alr,

vige freely,
farence with which it was received.

the
I am afraid 1 have been very

taint
I thought

ta do—eame
notes that 1 wanted to transcribe e -
they
T have had &

A day off.
I may stay? You are sure 1 do not

A knot of Arabe at aln
littie distance were - watching one of
the rough.riders schooling s young
horee, nolslly eritical and offering ad-
undeterred by the indif.

Othars u-.u 'An engaged on the arma on the rall, twirling a fountuin
pted with ths pen batwesn R's fingera =su amiled

SHEIK AHMED BEN HASSEN

Diana is served
GASTON, a young

._‘r—v-—-—
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IN THE STORY.

DIA.NA MAYO, nineteen, beautiful, aristocratic English girl, deter-
mines to make an nped:lmn into the Arabian desert from Biskra.

whom she has been brought up, virtually as

30 does
At

a fine outfit of well-bred horses.

Epﬂr before the journey is a day old.

and taken a prisoner to his caravan,

where she {s tub{:cted to his passionate attentions,

an Arab maid and by
renchman who has long been attached to the
Sheik’s entourage. Ahmed'’s attentions become so distasteful that
Diana while out riding with ' Gaston runs away into the desert.

camp, with the Eastern disregard for
time that relegated till to-morrow
everything that could possibly be ne-
glected to-day. Near her ona of the
older men, more rigid In his observ-

ances than the generality of Ahmed
Ben Hassan's followers, was placidly
abaorbed in hia devotions, prostrating
Himself and fulfilling his ritual with
the sublime lack of self-consciousnens
of the Mohammedan devotee.

Outaide his own tent the valet and
Henrl weare sitting In the sun, Gaston
on an upturned bucket, cleaning a
rifie., and his brother stpetched full
length on the ground, idly flapping at
the flles with the duster with which
he had been polishing the Vicomie's
riding boots, Both menh were talking
rapldly with frequent lttle bursts of
Eny laughter. The Perslan hound was
Iying at their feet. He maised his
head as Diann appeared, and, rising,
went to her slowly, rearing up against
her with A paw on each shoulder,
making clumsy efforts to lick her
face, and she pushed him down with
diMoulty, stooping to kiss his shoggy
head,

Bho looked away across the desert
beyond the last palme of the oasis,
A haze hung round about, shimmer-
ing In the heat and blurring the out-
line of the distant hilis A tny
breeze brought the acrid smell of cam-
eln closer to her, and the creaking
whine of the taokling over the well
sounded not very far away. Diann
gave a little sigh., It had all grown
so familiar. Bhe seemed to have lived
no other life beslde this nomad exist-
ence. The yearn that had gone before
faded into & kind of dim remembrance,
the time when she had travelled cease.
loanly round the world with her
brother seemed very remote, She had
exinsted then, Nlling her life with
sport, unconscious of the something
that was lacking in her nature, and
now she was alive at last, and the
heart whoss existence she had doubled
was burmning and throbbing with a
pansion that was consuming her

Her eyes swepl Ungeringly around
the camp with a very tender light In
them. Ewverything she saw was con-
nectad with and bound up In the man
who was lord of It all. Bhe was very
proud of him, proud of his magnifcent
physical abllities, proud of his hold
over hia wild, turbulent followers,
proud with the pride of primeval
woman in thse dominant man rmling
hin fellowmen by force and fear.

The old Arab had fAnished his
prayers and romse lelsurely from his
knees, salaaming with a broad amiie.
All the tribeamen amiled on her, wnd
would go out of thalr way to win a

spesch, and with a Hitle Inugh beat
hasty retreat Into the tent.
Bhe paused hesde the Vicomie, '‘is
It another novel?' she asked shyviy,
indicating Lthe steadily Increasing plle
of manuseript,

He turned on his chair,

resting

| ||’I

"YOUR PARDON, MADAME. DO | DISTURB YOU?"

her as she curled up on the divan with
Kopee, who had followed her into the
tent, *“*No, Madame, Something more
serious this time. It is & history of
thin very curious tribe of Ahmed's,
Thoy are different in s0o many ways
from ordinary Arabas. They have been
u ruee apart for generations. They
have bellefs and customs peculinrly

thelr own. You may, for instance,
have noticed the singular absence
nmong them of the striot veligious

practices that hold among other Mo-
hammedans, Ahmed Ben Hassan's
tribe worship first and foremost their
Shelk, then the famous horses for
which they are renowned, and then
and then only—Allah."

“Is Monselgneur a Mohammedan?"
Saint Hubert shrugged. “He be-
lleves in a God,'" he sald evasively
turning to his writing.

Dinsa studied him curiously as e
bent over his work. She smiled when
she thought of the mental pleture she
had drawn of Baint Hubert before he
came, and contrasted it with the real
man under her eyes. During the week
thut he had been In the camp he had
foroed l:wr liking and compelled hee
confidence by the sympathetic churm
of his manner. He hod carried off a
dificult position with a delieacy and
sivolr falre that had carned him het
gratitude, He bad saved her a hun.
dred humiliations with & tact that had
been am spoRtAneous ns It Liad heen
unobtrusive. And they had the bond
between them of the commoaon Jave
they had for this strange leader of a
strange tribe. Whal had been the
origin of the friendship between thoese
uttorly dissimilar men—a friondship
that seamed to go hick 1o the dave of
thelr boyhood? The question intrigued
her and she pondered over |, lying
nuietly on the divag, Amoothing the
hound's huge head rosiing
knee,

The Vicomte wrole rapldly for some
time and then flung down his pen
with an exclamation of relief, gath
ered up the loose sheets from the foor
and, stacking them in an orderly heap

on  her

on the Ttable, sWung round op b
chalr agnin Ha looked ot the girl's
slender lttle Ngure Iving with the un-
conscloualy graceful stthiude of 4 ohild
ngainst the heapead-up cushions, her

face bent over the dog's roygl, Ty
head, and, ha felt an unwoned "mo
tion stirring In him. The quick sym-
pathy thuat she had aroused from the
first moment of seeing b

al

puggrgrom IN TEN v:Ans

what | called |1, He oalled 1t ‘amus-
ing Monaleur ls Vicomts,' and for the
lant fifteen years he has tyranniged
over me wholsheartedly.’” He laughed
and snapped hin fingers at opec,
who whined and rolled his syes In his
direction, but did mot It his head
from Diana's knee,

Thers was & pauss, and Diana con-
tinued fondling the hound absently.
“Y have read your books, Monaleur,
all that Monselgneur has here,'’ she
sald at last, looking up gravely.

He gave a little bow with a few
murmured words that she did not
caloh.

“Your novel Interested me,’”” she
went on, still stroking the hound, aa
If the nearnetss eof the great beast
helped her.

“As a rule novals bore me, the sub-
jecta they deal with have been of no
interest to me, but this ons gripped
me. It is unusual, It I8 wondarful,
but—is it real?' Bhe had spoken
dispassionately with the boyish can-
dor that was charaoteristio, not com-
plimenting an author on & master-
piece but stating a fact simply, as
it appeared to her.

Haint Hubert leaned forward ove:
the back of his ohair, *"In what way
—real 7" he asked.

Bhe looked at him asquarely., '‘Do
you think there really exista such a
man as you have drawn—a man who
could be as tender, as unselfish, ns
falthful as your hero?"

Saint Hubert looked away, and,
plcking up his pen, stabbed {dly at
the blotting-pad, drawing meaning-
less circles and dots, with a slow
shrug. The msoorn in har wvolce and
the sudden pain in her eyes hurt him.
“Do you know suoch & man, Mon-
sleur, or is he wholly a creature of
your imagination?'' she persisted.
He compileted a complicated din-
gram on the sheet of blotting paper
before answering. '1 do know a man
who, given certain elrocumstances, has
the abllity to develop Into such a
character,'”” he sald eventually in a
low volee.

Bhe laughed bitterly. *‘Then wyou
are Juckier than I. T am not very
old, but during the last five years 1
have met many men of many na-
tionalities, and 1 have never known
one who In any degree resembles
the preux chevaller of your book.
The men who have most (ntimately
touched my life have not known the
meanidg of the word tenderness, and
have never had a thought for any one
beyond themselves, Yol have been
more fortunate in your acquaintances,
Monsteur,"*

A duil red crept Into the Viscomfs's
face and he continued looking at the
pen in his ingers. ‘*Beautiful women,
Madame,’”" he sald slowly, “‘unfortu-
nately provoke In some men all that is
basest and vilest in their naturss. No
man knows to what depths of Infamy
he may stoop under the atress of n
sudden temptation.'*

“And the woman pays,”' cried Diana
vehemently. “Pays for the beauty
God curses hey with—the beauyty she
may hate herself; pays until the
benuty fades. How much'—— “"Hhe
pulled herself up short, biting her
lipa, Moved by the sense of the sym-
pathy that had unconsciously baen In-
fluencing her during the past week
and which had shaken the salf-sup-
pression that she had imposed upon
herself, her tongue had run away with
her. She waa afrald of the confidence
that his manner was almost demand-
Ing of her. Her pride restrained her
from Lhe compassion that her lomeli-
ness nearly yielded to,

“"Excuse me."" she said coldly, “‘my
idens cannot posalbly interest you."
“On the contrary, you Interest me
profoundly,’”’ he corrected quickly,
Bhe noticed the slight Aifferrnce In
his worda and laughed more bitterly
than before. *“As what?—a subject
for vivisectlion? Get on your operating
cout and bring your Instruments with-
out delay, The victim is all ready for
you, It will be ‘copy’ for your mext

book ! "
“Madame!""
He sprung to hia feet, and she

looked up at him miserably, her hand
held out In swift contrition. *'Oh, for-
wive me! I shouldn't have said that.
You haven't deserved [t. You have
been—kind., T am grateful. Forgive
me and my rudeness. It must be the
hent, It makes one very irritable, don t
you think?"

He Ilgnored har pitiful little subter-
fuge and ralsed her outstretched,
quivering fingers to his lips, **1f you
will honar me with your friendahip,””
he s=ald, with a ftouch of ths old-
world chivalry that was often notice-
able in him, “‘my life s at your ser-
vice,""

But as he spoke his volice changed.
The touch of her cold fingers ment &
rush of feeling through him that for
an instant oveipowsred him,

Bhe lat her hand lie in his, and for
a few momentis she avolded his eyes
und looked down at the rough head in
her lap. Then she met his gase
frankly. “Your offer |s too mre &
thing to put on one slde. 1If you will
he my friend, as you are Monsig-
neur's friend"’ she faltered, turn-
ing her head away, and her fingers
Iying In his trembled slightly

He started and crushed the hand
he was holding unknowingly, as the
thought was forced on him. Mon-
peigneur's friend! He realized that In
the last few moments he had forgol-
tan the Bhelk, bad forgotten every-
thing, awept off his fest by an in-
tense emotion that staggered him with
it unexpectednass, except the love-
liness and helpleasneas of the girl be-

SOLDIER DISCHARGES
END WIFE PROBLEM

Fraulens Find the Dollar
Considerably Smaller in
Its Own Country.

PORTLAND, Me, May 38 (Copy-
ight), — The problem of German
wives of Amerioan soldlers has been
solved In large degres by the rapid
discharge of the husbands from the
army. Probably 60 per oent. of the
doughboys who brought wives back
with them on the transport Cantigny
and were landed here bave obtained
their discharge,

Even this solution has not been
reached, however, without bitter tears
on the part of the former frauleins—
tears of disappointment wupon dis-
covering how pitiful the American
dolinr is In Its own country compared
with Its moverelgm sway in the father-
Innd.

Confronted as they have bean by
the sudden plunge from Cerman affly-
ence to American poverty, the girl
wives movertheless have been too
proud to accoept other charity than
quartera at the Y. W. C. A. The local
Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary
Club and other organizations started
to raise & fund to help set the young
couples up in housekeeping, but en-
countered & sturdy spirit of indepen-
denea which made it inadvisable to
proceed very far.

FRANCE DEDICATES BELL
TO LATE ALAN SEEGER

Parenis of Here Poet Attend Ym-
pressive’ Ceremonies.

LANDRICOURT-80US-COUCY,
Franos, May 31 (Assoclated Prews),—
Impressive ceremonién marked the ded-
jeation here yestorday of the church bell
given to this war-torn village In honor
of the Amerioan wsoldfer poet, Alan
Heeger, by the Poetry Soclety of Amer-
lea through the American Committes for
Devastated Franoas.

The bell I8 one of thirty similar
tokena given to as many villages by the
American Commities to replace thoss
taken by the Germans, all In memory of
prominent scldlers who. fell near the
villages no honored. Mr. and Mra.
Charles Booger, father and mother of
the dead poel, attended yesterday's
ceremanies.

—_——

ASK $1,000,000 FOR RUSSIA.

Jewish Workers Start
Provide Toels.

To opan a $1,000,000 tool and imple-
ment drive for Russia, a dinner waas
held last evening In tha Central Opera
House, East §7th Street, by the Jewish

Drive te

Feople's Rellef Committee. About 200
were present.
Alezander Kahn, Chairman, an-

nounced on bahalf of the International
Ladies' Garment Workers' Unlon that a
half day’'s salary had been pledged to
start the drive by tlis dalegatas at thelr
convention In Cleveland. This,
sald, would smount to $200,000,
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